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Architectural Guidelines For 

Landscaping, Outbuildings, Rear Porches, Decks, & Fencing 

 
OVERVIEW 

 

The following Architectural Guidelines for Landscaping, Outbuildings, Rear Porches, Decks, & 

Fencing (“Guidelines”) adopted by the Fontana Owners Association, Inc. (FOAI) Board of 

Directors this 16th day of February 2016 are for the protection and benefit of all members.  

 

The function, scope, and actions of the Architectural Review Board (ARB) are authorized by the 

FOAI Board of Directors and governed by the FOAI Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, 

Restrictions, and Easements (“Declaration”) Article I, Section 1, Article VII, Section 2.a.iii, and 

Articles VIII and IX in their entirety; the Articles of Incorporation, Article IV, Section b; and the 

Bylaws of Fontana Homeowners Association, Inc. (“Bylaws”), Article VIII in its entirety.  

 

These Guidelines govern the use and maintenance of individually owned property of members of 

the FOAI and the Common Areas administered by the Association. The following Guidelines will 

remain in force until such time as the Association’s Board of Directors shall amend, replace, or 

terminate them. 

 

Whenever a homeowner proposes to alter the exterior of any improvement; including landscaping, 

structures, fencing, or modifications; the homeowner will follow the Fontana Architectural 

Review Procedures document and the Guidelines below in addition to reviewing the above cited 

excerpts of the Declaration, Articles, and Bylaws. The Declaration contains restrictions affecting 

each owner and the use of the site and improvements. The ARB will review all landscaping, 

structures, fencing, or modifications, and will adhere to the Declaration. The ARB will consider 

each application on an individual basis. 

 

Existing structures and fences, if built with ARB approval prior to the date of these Guidelines, 

shall be grandfathered in, and need not be brought into compliance during their useful lives. 

However, if a grandfathered structure is replaced or substantially remodeled, it shall be brought 

into compliance with the new standards through an ARB application process. Also, if homeowners 

previously agreed to replace or modify a structure at a then-future date or upon a future 

circumstance, they must continue to honor that agreement. 

 

NOTE: Guidelines for New-Home Construction, Room Additions, and Rebuilds are contained in a 

separate document, the Architectural Review Procedures Addendum, which is attached to Fontana 

Architectural Review Procedures, dated February 16, 2016 (“Addendum”). 
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GUIDELINES 

 

1. Trees and Landscaping: Preserving the existing terrain, using native vegetation and 

minimizing disturbance of the natural setting should be focal points for landscaping. All 

houses must incorporate a minimum landscape plan, which is to be reviewed by the ARB.  

(Declaration, Article I, Section 1.v) 

Minimum Requirements: 

a. Seed and straw on all disturbed areas. 

b. (2) each minimum 6' to 8' tall flowering trees. 

c. (2) each minimum 2' to 2.5' tall evergreens. 

d. (14) each 1.5’ to 2.5’ tall medium evergreen shrubs 

e. (6) each 1.5’ to 2’ tall medium flowering shrubs 

Removal of a dead or diseased tree does not require approval. Tree must be replaced if 

removal of dead or diseased tree causes vegetation guidelines to fall below minimum 

requirements. Planting a new tree does require approval.  (Declarations Article IX, Section 

1.v) 

 

2. Exterior Materials: Materials such as vinyl, hardboard, brick, stone, or stucco may be 

considered by the ARB as long as they are harmonious to the existing structures on the site 

and to the neighborhood.  

 

3. Windows and Doors: Metal windows and doors must be of a painted or baked enamel 

finish, not unfinished aluminum or galvanized metal finishes. The style of storm doors and 

front doors must be approved by the ARB.  

 

4. Roofing: Asphalt or fiberglass multi-dimensional shingles must be rated at a 25-year 

minimum. Roof colors must be approved by the ARB.  

 

5. Exterior Lighting: Ground level landscape lighting is acceptable. Overhead lighting, if 

desired, should be created by post lamps, flood lights mounted on the exterior of the house, 

or tree lighting. In all cases, the impact of lighting on adjacent properties will be 

considered by the ARB.  

 

6. Fences of all types and purposes: The ARB or its designated representative will review 

each fence application on an individual basis, and will determine whether the fence will be 

approved. All fence proposals must include a foundation survey of the Lot showing the 

current location of existing structures with the proposed fencing area drawn in (a hand-

drawing of the fence is acceptable). (Declaration, Article I, Section 1.u) 

 

a. Boundary Fencing: Boundary Fencing, defined as fencing at the Lot’s Property 

Lines or no further than 4 inches inside the Lot’s Property Lines, is permitted at the 

rear and side property lines of the back yard, if it complements the house and 

landscape designs. This Fencing may extend up the side yards toward the front of 

the house, but not farther than the midpoint between the rear corner of the house 

and the front corner of the house. Front yard Boundary Fences are not permitted. 
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i. In almost all cases, A Boundary Fence may not be built parallel to a 

Boundary Fence has already been erected by a neighbor on or close to the 

mutual property line. A new Boundary Fence will be allowed to meet and 

touch pre-existing neighboring Boundary Fences at right angles, and the 

owners of the neighboring Boundary Fences will allow this to happen.  

 

ii. Boundary Fences may not be over 4 feet high. Pet dogs able to jump over a 

4-foot Fence should be confined by means of an invisible electronic Fence. 

Privacy Boundary Fences, (i.e., view-blocking Boundary Fences) of any 

fence height are not permitted. If additional privacy at the Lot boundaries is 

desired, the Homeowner may achieve it with approved landscape plantings.  

 

iii. Boundary Fences may not be made of metal (including chain-link), plastic, 

stone, concrete, or blocks. Boundary Fences must be made of treated wood 

or cedar (cedar may be left untreated).  

 

iv. Only three types of Boundary Fence are permitted: (1) A Horse Fence 

(a.k.a. Post & Board Fence) with 2 to 3 horizontal boards, (2) a Split-Rail 

Fence with 2 to 3 horizontal rails, and (3) A Picket Fence with vertical 

planks (i.e., “pickets”) no narrower than 3 ½” and having gaps between 

them of at least 1 ¾”; up to vertical planks no wider than 5 ¾” and having 

gaps between them of at least 3 ½”. Boards and pickets may be installed on 

only one side of a Boundary Fence, namely on the outside, of the Boundary 

Fence. To further enclose any of these three types of Fencing, (e.g., to 

prevent escape of pets), 14-guage or heavier 2" x 4" meshed turkey-wire, 

i.e. galvanized steel welded wire (not chicken-wire), with a natural finish 

and left to weather, mounted on the inside of the Fence, will be acceptable 

if it is in addition to the planks or rails. 

 

b. Non-Boundary Fencing: All Non-Boundary Fences, including privacy fences for 

small interior areas of the backyard (e.g. to shield a hot tub), decorative fencing for 

landscaping purposes, and all other special-purpose fences, will be considered by 

the ARB on an individual basis. These fences may be approved if and only if they 

are relatively short in length, not located on or near a lot line, and are intended to 

meet a specific need. Factors taken into consideration will include the height of the 

proposed fence, visibility from the road, and the style of the fence in relation to the 

architectural design of the house. The ARB will restrict most Fencing in this 

Section (7-b) to the rear yard. No fences in this Section (7-b) may be over six feet 

high, and no unpainted natural aluminum or galvanized metal finishes are 

permitted.  

 

c. Fences parallel to a rear Lot Boundary Line but more than 4-inches in from that Lot 

Line must be at least 3-feet in from the Lot Line to permit mowing and other 

landscape maintenance between the fences in the event that the next-door neighbor 

installs a Boundary Fence at or within 4 inches of the Lot Line.  
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7. Outbuildings, Garden Structures, Rear Porches, & Decks: The ARB will review each 

Outbuilding (including storage sheds, workshops, garages, and playhouses), Garden 

Structure (including gazebos, pergolas, and arbors), Attached Roofed Rear Porch, and 

Deck application on an individual basis, and will determine whether the structure will be 

approved. All applications for structures must include a foundation survey of the Lot 

showing the current location of existing structures with the proposed structure drawn in.  

 

a. Outbuildings and Attached Roofed Rear Porches must be designed and located to 

complement the house, service yard, and landscape designs. The exterior materials 

must be of the same materials or similar materials as the analogous exterior 

materials of the house, and must present the same appearance to the street 

(including orientation, pattern, and color) as the analogous exterior materials of the 

house. 

 

b. Garden Structures (including rear decks, gazebos, pergolas, arbors) and porch 

railings must be made of cedar, chemically-treated wood, Trex-like wood-

substitute, or some combination of these materials. 

 

c. Roof pitches for Outbuildings and Attached Roofed Rear Porches must comply 

with the same standards established for the house, with possible exceptions for 

attached roofed rear porches as may be approved by the Architectural Review 

Board.  

 

d. Painting and Staining: Rear decks, doghouses, playhouses, gazebos, arbors and 

porch railings must be painted or stained to blend with natural landscaping or the 

house. Railings can be painted or stained white to match the trim of the house. 

Chemically-treated wood should be stained, and not painted. Cedar wood can be 

left unpainted and unstained.  

 

e. Allowing New Wood to Dry: Regarding all structures in Section 8, and all Fencing 

in Section 7: Following good construction practices, Homeowners and builders 

shall be allowed sufficient time for newly-installed wood to dry and cure before 

painting or staining.  

 

8. Screening: Service and utility areas, including air conditioning units, must be screened 

from street-view wherever possible by the house, the garage, landscape plantings, or in rare 

cases by an approved Special Purpose Fence. Outdoor receptacles for, ashes, trash, 

rubbish, or garbage; and stacks of fireplace wood (which must orderly) shall be screened, 

installed underground, or placed so as not to be visible from any lot or street within the 

development at any time except during refuse collection. (Declaration, Article IX, 

Sections 1.e and 1.q) 

 

9. Mailboxes and Mailbox Stands: New and replacement Mailboxes, newspaper-holders, and 

mailbox poles must conform to design and materials specifications established and 

published by the Architectural Review Board.  Homeowners are responsible for the costs 

of this construction, and also for the ongoing maintenance of Mailboxes and Mailbox 



 

5 

 

Stands in an orderly, steady, straight-vertical, and well-painted condition. (Declaration, 

Article IX, Section 1.r) 


